
J: Joker Juggling
Problem author: Jeroen Op de Beek

• Problem: Check whether a pattern containing letters and jokers (‘*’) matches a word.

• First check: can every joker represent the same number of letters?
• For example, “a**” can never match “abcd” because a joker cannot represent 1 1

2 letters.
• Knowing how many letters each joker represents, eagerly match the first joker.

• For example, for “ba**” matching “banana”, each joker represents 2 letters, so this must be “na”.
• Replace every joker with its replacement and compare it with the given word.

• Beware of repeated string concatenation, avoid O(n2) running time.

Statistics: 40 submissions, 12 accepted, 18 unknown
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